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Woman holds her son as they wait in line to enter the annual Remote Area Medical free health clinic in Virginia in July. Almost 1400 people were seen, 
some sleeping overnight in their cars to be first in line. For many in this Appalachian area, the clinic serves as the only medical care they may receive each 
year. 
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EDITORIAL 


PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 
CRISIS SHOWS NEED FOR 
NEW SOCIETY 



Now that the country’s jobless¬ 
ness is reaching astronomical levels, a 
crisis is developing in the unemploy¬ 
ment insurance benefits program. Six¬ 
teen states are borrowing cash to pay 
benefits and this number is expected 
to double by year-end. The system is 
so taxed that hundreds of thousands 
of jobless people have waited months 
for checks. “Kenneth Kottwitz, a laid- 
off cabinet maker, waited three months 
for his benefits to arrive. He lost his 
apartment and moved to a homeless 
shelter,” said the New York Times. 

Now a new stage of the crisis is 
developing. By year end, a new, huge 
wave of jobless — 1.5 million or more 
workers — will exhaust their benefits, 
with millions more to follow through¬ 
out 2010. These figures are in addition 
to the tens of thousands who have al¬ 
ready used up their benefits. People 
are turning in droves to cash-strapped 
homeless shelters, food banks and 
social service agencies. Many job¬ 
less are asking, “What am I to do 
when my checks run out ... starve?” 

Congress is considering an exten¬ 
sion of benefits for 13 weeks, but this 
is a drop in the bucket. What will they 
do as the crisis escalates? Not surpris¬ 
ingly, some business groups are already 
propagating the idea that extending 
benefits doesn’t work, “that people 
tend to not look for work.” This “blame 
the victim” mentality was criticized in 
a popular Depression era song called 
“Halleluiah, I’m a Bum.” The lyrics go: 

“Why don’t you work like other folks 
do?” 

“How the hell can I work when there s 
no work to do? ” 

And, that’s the point, “there’s no 
work to do.” The jobs are gone. They’re 


not coming back. We’re at a fork in 
the road. The temporary “fixes” that 
have been used over the past 30 years 
to patch up the capitalist economy and 
keep it going no longer work. In the 
past, the system had room to expand. 
That era is over. Today, only fundamen¬ 
tal change that addresses the underlying 
problem will get us out of this mess. 

Here’s why. The basic problem is 
that under capitalism, the drive for 
greater profits forces companies to in¬ 
vest in technology in order to produce 
cheaper and undercut the competi¬ 
tion. As a result, advancing technol¬ 
ogy is replacing workers permanently 
today. For example, the 800 robots to 
be installed in GM’s Lordstown plant 
in Ohio will produce more profitably 
for the corporation but with few work¬ 
ers. This process is being multiplied 
throughout the U.S. and world. As more 
workers compete for fewer jobs, wages 
fall for those who still have jobs and 


buying power shrinks, creating more 
unemployment. It’s a vicious cycle. 

What can we do? We must force the 
government to provide unemployment 
compensation and every other necessi¬ 
ty. At the same time, the situation makes 
clear that we absolutely can, and must, 
have a society where we don’t have to 
worry about selling ourselves in the labor 
market in order to eat. That new society 
is possible right now. We, the people, 
could own collectively what is today the 
productive property of the corporations. 
With this new technology in our hands, 
we could produce whatever we need, 
whenever we need it and distribute the 
products to all based on need, not mon¬ 
ey. Such a society could solicit the social 
contribution of each and every person. 
It’s time to think about real solutions. 


Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 


From the Editors 


We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 


Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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COVER STORY 


HEALTH CARE REFORM: 

WE NEED GUARANTEED CARE, NOT INSURANCE 



People stand in line to receive free medical treatment during the Remote Area Medical health clinic in Inglewood, 
California. Over 3,000 patients were served, many sleeping overnight in their cars while they waited. Everyone 
should have free, quality health care. 


The people need health reform 
that provides care for all people, 
not more subsidies for the corpora¬ 
tions. We need reform that recognizes 
health care as a basic human right. 

As Congress tinkers with the sys¬ 
tem, the broad outlines of the “reform” 
that some sections of corporate Ameri¬ 
ca want to approve are emerging: More 
money—all of it ultimately from the 
pockets of the people—will be funneled 
to private insurers to provide coverage 
for many (not all) of the uninsured, or 
continued corporate subsidies. If any 
public insurance option is allowed, it 
will play the role of absorbing the sick¬ 
est (most expensive) patients and those 
who can’t pay for insurance, thus help¬ 
ing guarantee the profits of the private in¬ 
surers and the rest of the health industry. 

We will be made to pay for a bigger 
private insurance industry—and guar¬ 
antee its profits—and we will get no 
guarantee of getting quality health care. 

The corporations that run our coun¬ 
try are pushing for this “reform.” Why? 
The system is too expensive, and the 
cost is cutting into their profits at a time 
when profits are falling. They want the 
government to absorb the cost of care 
for the poorest and sickest. They want 
to restructure the health industry to 
cut its costs and boost its profitability. 
They are trying to “reform” the system 


The 

JVL People’s 
Tribune 
Needs Your 
rN Donations! 

The People’s Tribune needs 
your financial help to go on be¬ 
ing a voice of the people. We need 
to raise an additional $1000 each 
month. The People’s Tribune 
brings the stories of those who 
are struggling to move forward in 
a world where corporate power is 
threatening to crush them. Along 
with those stories, we try to of¬ 
fer some strategic perspective to 
help put the struggle in context 
and point the way toward vic¬ 
tory. Please donate whatever you 
can. See the subscription/donation 
form on the right. You can also do¬ 
nate using Pay Pal on our web site, 
www.peoplestribune.org. 

People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 


in their interest, which means main¬ 
taining private property and corporate 
profits. As the corporations tighten their 
grip on society, they want to be certain 
that health care restmcturing translates 
into government by and for the corpo¬ 
rations at the expense of the people. 

Despite this corporate push a fight is 
brewing. It is being expressed in single 
payer bills, such as HR 676, HR 3200, 
and other legislative proposals to se¬ 
cure single payer or Medicare for all 
within the states. Tireless efforts have 
resulted in the more comprehensive bill, 
HR 676, being scheduled for a hear¬ 
ing in Congress. While this represents 
a type of victory for the people, the 
health industry has been successful in 
fostering confusion about single payer. 
The specter of “government interfer¬ 
ing in your health care” has been used 


to frighten people into favoring private 
coverage. But there is no private cover¬ 
age if you have no job. And more and 
more employers are either not provid¬ 
ing insurance for workers, or are jack¬ 
ing the price up and cutting benefits 
every year. Indeed, GM recently ended 
vision and dental to all their retirees. 

Images from the health care stmggle 
reflect how our country is polarizing as 
the system cmmbles. Some people— 
fearful of any change, even though their 
own access to care could be gone tomor¬ 
row—have flocked to the recent public 
hearings to denounce “government-run 
health care.” Meanwhile, 2,000 people 
showed up desperately seeking services 
on the first day of a free medical clinic 
in Inglewood, Calif. In California alone, 
2,190 people lose their coverage every 
day. For the insured, annual premiums 
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are expected to hit $22,660 in a few years. 

Workers need guaranteed care, not 
more insurance. The place to start is sin¬ 
gle payer. Over the longer term, the next 
big step is to nationalize health care. 

The British example shows what 
can be done. Great Britain guaran¬ 
tees all its citizens coverage, paid for 
by taxes and delivered by doctors em¬ 
ployed by the health care system. Ac¬ 
cording to the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion, the United Kingdom spends 6% 
of its economy on health care and ranks 
18th out of 191 countries in health sys¬ 
tem performance. The United States 
spends 16% of its economy on health 
care, but we rank 37th in performance. 

Revolutionaries need to fight for 
the simple proposition that good health 
care is a human right, not a com¬ 
modity to be sold for private profit. 
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LABOR(LESS) DAY - 2009 

Robots Replacing Workers 


The graph below shows the sharp 
decline in U.S. manufacturing employ¬ 
ment, as a percentage of all U.S. em¬ 
ployment, from the 1970’s to 2007. The 
application of computers and robotics 
to the U.S. manufacturing process was 
birthed in the 1970’s and continued 
to advance at a constantly increasing 
and accelerated rate over the decades. 
This electronic revolution of the entire 
global economy continues to accelerate 
unabated, as real-time, instantaneous, 


electronic based economic integration 
grows with every passing day. The result 
is increased production without humans 
that affects all sectors of the economy. 
This growing labor-less production per¬ 
manently replaces workers and elimi¬ 
nates wage-paying jobs forever. Fewer 
jobs produce less money in the workers’ 
hands to buy the increased production. 


From another angle, the graph be¬ 
low at right paints the same picture. 
Real wages of U.S. workers have been 
declining since the 1970’s. However, 
in the 17 years from 1990 to 2007 as 
shown in the graph, the overall U. S. 
labor costs (include medical care, life 
and health insurance, retirement plans 
and pensions, vacations, holidays, etc.) 
have nearly doubled, while the aver¬ 
age cost of robotics declined by 50 per 


cent, furthering incentives to automate. 

While the graph below illustrates the 
growing and constant increase of U.S. la¬ 
bor costs and the simultaneous constant 
decrease in the average cost of robot¬ 
ics, this trend is not limited to the U. S. 
alone. It is a global trend that is replacing 
workers in countries around the world. 

Visit www.ifr.org and also www. 
worldrobotics.org for more information, 
statistics and graphs on the subject. 


U.S. Manufacturing as Percent of All Employement 



Average Robot Prices and Average Labour Compensation in the U.S. 


Figure 111.3 

Index of average robot prices in the United States and 
index of labour compensation in the US business sector 
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Source: World Robotics 2008 

CREDIT IFR, WORLD ROBOTICS, 2008. 


Poverty Comes With A Price In St. Joseph, Michigan 


By Lenette Evans 

Cordell Price is man in his late 
40s who lives at the River Watch Ho¬ 
tel in Benton Harbor, Michigan. He is 
kind-hearted, outgoing, motivated, and 
always greets you with a warm and 
friendly smile and the utmost respect. 
He is loved by many who know him in 
the St. Joseph area. St. Joseph is across 
the river from Benton Harbor. 

Every day for the past 15 years, Cord¬ 
ell has walked throughout the streets of 
St. Joseph picking up bottles and cans 
at many of the local businesses down at 
Silver Beach, and is seen at Harding’s, 
Rooster’s, and Martin’s grocery stores 
cashing in the bottles and cans he has 
collected. The first time I met him he 
was crawling out of a trash dumpster, 
and I have helped him many times with 
money and rides to the store. 

But EVERY DAY THE POLICE 
FOLLOW HIM EVERYWHERE HE 
GOES. They track his routes and harass 
him any chance they get, going through 
his bags and accusing him of things he 
is not doing. 

The people at the BP gas station at 



Cordell Price. 
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Niles and Napier Ave. know Cordell 
personally, but one afternoon a police 
officer saw him there with his oversized 
trash bag of cans, and assumed that 
a grocery cart he was using had been 
taken from Harding’s. That grocery cart 
had been at BP for over a month, but the 
police officer threatened Cordell Price. 
“You have a half an hour to get the cart 


back to Harding’s or else I will arrest 
you,” he said. 

Recently he was at Silver Beach 
when a white woman yelled a racist 
comment at him, saying, “NIGGER 
WHY DON’T YOU GO BACK TO 
WHERE YOU CAME FROM ACROSS 
THE BRIDGE.” He has been told this 
by three different women at the beach 
and around town. 

On other occasions, Cordell has been 
harassed and falsely accused while recy¬ 
cling at residential homes in downtown 
St. Joseph, where owners had given him 
permission to take the bottles and cans 
they left for him. He was once at Roost¬ 
er’s talking to a good friend, a white 
lady who asked him if he wanted some 
bottles and cans that she had in her car. 
Suddenly the police showed up, again 
giving him a hard time. 

This is a vendetta. Cordell is not a 
criminal and does not steal. He is a good 
man who walks the streets of St. Joe try¬ 
ing to earn a living with what little he 
has. 

Our officers need to change their at¬ 
titudes, stand behind justice not injus¬ 
tice, and STOP BEING RACIST. This 


is not a black or white issue. This is 
about acceptance. Jesus said we are to 
love all people. Let’s have compassion 
for people no matter what their color or 
race is. 

The police need to go after real crim¬ 
inals and leave our homeless and poor 
alone. One day you too may be picking 
up bottles and cans on the streets to make 
a living. Would you want someone to 
harass you, follow you, and make racial 
slurs at you like they do to Cordell? 
Why don’t the police help Cordell get 
a good paying job? He does more to 
clean up the city than the officers who 
ride around in police cars wasting gas 
all day. GET OFF YOUR BUTTS AND 
GET TO WORK finding real criminals 
instead of harassing people like Cordell 
who are only trying to make a living. 


Lenette Evans, 
Saving Souls 
Ministries 
Benton Harbor/ 
St. Joseph, MI 
269-876-1848 
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VOICES FROM THE CONFERENCE TO END POVERTY 

“Building the Unsettling Force: A National Conference to End Poverty” was held in Louisville, Kentucky from July 17-19, organized 
by the Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign (PPEHRC) and the Social Welfare Action Alliance (SWAA). 


^K~ 

Luther Smith, 



Chair of Northern Ohio PPERHC 



Cleveland, Ohio 



Diana King 

United Clevelanders Against Poverty 
Cleveland, Ohio 


In our area the economy is devastating and we live in fear of 
a deep depression. The cost of living is not going down and 
my VA benefits and Social Security are not enough to keep up. 
These cutbacks affect not just the seniors, but everyone. I am 
here today to do something about it. 


I plan to take this knowledge and experience back to Ohio. The State budget there has been 
slashed, especially in health and human services. I love to come here because it gives my 
kids a chance to get out of Cleveland for a while and meet other kids from all across the 
country. That is the whole reason I got involved, to fight for a better future for the children. 


Carol Smith 
Southside Together 
Organizing for Power 
Chicago, Illinois 

Today in Chicago there are only 12 mental health 
clinics left, out of the 19 we used to have. Now the 
City and State are trying to eliminate more funds and 
reduce the clinics to six. People need to learn their 
rights. 

This year we are looking for change, but we have not 
seen it yet. We need to push for single payer health 
care. Mayor Daley continues to cut our health care 
and services, but he is leaving no stone unturned to 
win his bid for the 2016 Olympics. 




Rickey Brunner 
Minnesota PPEHRC 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


I am 17 years old and have one more year in 
high school. My step-dad has a small business, 
but it is slowing down because of the economy. 
I have health care and a house now, but I may 
not in the future. I want to go to college, but the 
colleges are cutting back on students, so there 
may not be a place for me. 




Rev. Bruce Wright 
Refuge Ministry 
St. Petersburg, Florida 



Trade Bailey 

Sacramento Homeless Organizing Committee 
Sacramento, California 


The change we need is a revolutionary change, not incremental reforms. We 
need a broad-based revolution that includes people from all backgrounds, in¬ 
cluding people of faith. We need a new social contract based on economic 
human rights such as food, housing, health care, and education. It is important 
not to let our movement get co-opted. The system has learned to co-opt almost 
everything we try to do. Now it is trying to build “green capitalism”. It wants 
to commodify the survival of the planet. 


I was homeless and lived in abandoned buildings from 1993-2005. I stayed 
active even after I moved into housing. In Sacramento we built a new tent city 
this month called “Field of Dreams”, but it was broken up by police. Something 
has to be done when the government spends all this money moving homeless 
people from place to place, but has no money for human needs. There is no 
middle class in America anymore. When people who live in a house for 20 or 
50 years are foreclosed on and evicted, it is time to take a stand. 


Letter front, Louisville 

Dear People’s Tribune, 


I’m sending this letter about my experience at the Louisville conference, 
“Building the Unsettling Force: A National Conference to End Poverty” in July, 
which was co-sponsored by the Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign and Social Welfare Action Alliance. I’m writing because the Conference 
startled me. 

I’m 62 years old -1 guess I’ve been an activist for forty years or more, starting 
in high school in Berkeley as the Civil Rights Movement awakened the country. 
In college, I joined the resistance to the Vietnam War and the draft, educating 
myself as I went along about America’s role in the world as the enforcer behind 
cruel, militaristic regimes in Latin America, Africa, Vietnam itself. 

We took over Oakland for a day in 1967 -1 think we believed, even assumed, 
the system was about to change, somehow, perhaps just because of the strength of 
our youthful energy! 

And I come from a long, proud tradition of activists. My family was involved 
in the Communist upsurge of the Thirties and my mother was an unrepentant Red 
until the day she died in 2001, exactly three weeks after 9/11. “They hate us, hate 
us, for what we’ve done,” she observed with exhausted fury in her last days. 

But Louisville was something new. Two blonde girls - thirteen and fifteen 
stepped up to the stage on the opening day, their guitars looking much too big for 
their small frames, and sang, 


The end of complacency is tonight 

We’re not going down without a fight! 

And all that weekend I saw that we had reached the moment when we can call 
ourselves a movement - a convergence, someone called it, a coming together of 
organized resistance to this system which is putting us out of our homes and out 
of work and pushing us into the streets without hope for a future. 

The conference felt like the culmination of these long years of preparing, and 
here it was, the intransigence of a beautiful, betrayed, people, Americans. Hun¬ 
dreds of people from the grassroots... hungry and heartbroken and angry... and, 
perhaps the most significant thing of all...determined...of every shape and size 
and ethnicity, a Minneapolis grandmother fighting the loss of her home and a 
young feminist wearing combat boots, visionaries from the Hip Hop conference, 
gay activists, radical social workers, homeless people organizing while struggling 
for bare survival, veterans of struggle and new comers treating every moment as 
a revelation. 

The homeless activist who came with me from Sacramento summed it up with 
the words, “It’s time.” 

I felt the arc of history as well as the arc of my own life... 

I was not sure I would see anything like this in my day. 

And now I have. 

— Cathleen Williams 
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Health Care Battles Sharpen: 

Protect the Insurance Companies, or Protect 

and Expand Medicare To Get the Health Care We Need? 


By Sheilah Garland-Olaniran 

Chicago, IL—President Obama 
held a number of Healthcare forums 
across the country recently along with 
various members of Congress in their 
home states. The forums have been 
particularly heated around the issue of 
Obama’s stumping for a “public op¬ 
tion” that would have functioned side- 
by-side with a private health insurance 
plan. Those who have been fighting for 
Single Payer are turning up the heat. Ac¬ 
tivists fought to have single payer voted 
on by both houses and the bill (HR 676) 
will be presented to the full house for 
a vote when congress re-convenes mid- 
September. 

This is a significant victory since 
single payer had been “taken off the 
table” early on in the healthcare debate. 
But more importantly, it shows that the 
fight to reform healthcare is polarizing 
the country and exposing the greed of 
the corporations who have attempted to 
“buy” the allegiance of those elected to 
represent the people. (According to a 
report from the Center for Responsive 
Politics health contributions to congress 


were $15.3 million between April and 
June 2009.) 

The announcement to possibly forgo 
a public option for some sort of “co-op” 
system that would be non-profit but 
palatable to the insurance corporations/ 
special interests served to rouse the ire 
of thousands of people to demand that 
some sort of public option remain on the 
table. Flooding their representatives’ of¬ 
fices with phone calls, letters, visits and 
emails, protesting and preparing for civ¬ 
il disobedience, people are determined 
to make sure there is reform that takes 
care of their needs. 

Many people are coming to under¬ 
stand that a system that delivers huge 
profits to the insurance and pharmaceu¬ 
tical corporations does not serve the in¬ 
terests of working people. The sad truth 
is that employers have no obligation to 
continue healthcare insurance for their 
employees; ask the thousands of GM 
retirees who recently had their den¬ 
tal and optical plans taken away or the 
thousands of Delphi retirees whose in¬ 
surance was cut before they are eligible 
for Medicare. Or ask the thousands of 
young autoworkers who are working for 


$14 per/hour and have to pay for their 
insurance premiums or go without. In¬ 
deed, elimination of employee health¬ 
care coverage by the industrial/manu- 
facturing corporations is a harbinger for 
the rest of the working class who still 
receive employer based health insur¬ 
ance. Bailouts and guaranteed profits for 
the corporations, but when it comes to 
healthcare let the market decide; that’s a 
losing Wall Street proposition and must 
be rejected! 

With the threat of the public option 
possibly being taken off the table and 
single payer getting a vote in Congress 
but considered not feasible and there¬ 
fore un-passable, more will enter the 
fight to reform healthcare. Removing 
the insurance corporations from 
between you and your doctor is 
fighting for working class inter¬ 
ests. While Democratic Leaders 
fought to secure a puny “public” 
option alarms went off and the 
floodgates opened to stop it. 

The immediate solution for 
reforming healthcare is to im¬ 
prove and expand Medicare so 
that it covers everyone regard¬ 


less of age, with no premiums or de¬ 
ductibles, and regardless if you have a 
job or not. The working class is begin¬ 
ning to see the demand for healthcare 
reform for what it is; a fight that is in 
its interests; whether employed or un¬ 
employed, whether immigrant; docu¬ 
mented or undocumented. It’s our time, 
so don’t wait to see what deal the politi¬ 
cians and corporations cook up for more 
health insurance, but rather get involved 
today to fight for the health care Ameri¬ 
ca’s people need, Single Payer! 

Sheilah Garland-Olaniran is an or¬ 
ganizer for California Nurses Associa¬ 
tion/National Nurses and is a long-time 
revolutionary and trade unionist origi¬ 
nally from Flint, MI. 


Georgia Town Hall Meeting on Health 
Care Reform Misses the Point 


By Rita Valenti 
and John Slaughter 


Georgia Congressman Hank John¬ 
son called a town hall meeting to dis¬ 
cuss health care reform. Over 2000 peo¬ 
ple showed up. Many were looking for 
answers, analysis and direction. Some 
came to ‘just say no’ to change, govern¬ 
mental responsibility or just plain ‘no.’ 
Raucous at times but not disruptive, few 
left with an understanding of the root 
cause of the health care crisis and even 


less with a vision of what is possible. 

The debate over health care is be¬ 
coming a national battleground, and 
people are really passionate about it, 
and are polarizing. There is a clash of 
ideas, of opposing viewpoints. One side 
is demanding equal, quality health care 
for all, and they want the government 
to provide it. The other side sees the 
foundations of a system that seemed to 
work well for them in the past falling 
away beneath them, and fear any kind 
of change as they seek to tighten their 



Georgia town hall meeting draws over 2000 people to discuss health care re¬ 
form. Failure to identify the problem as caused by the profits of the insurance 
industry allowed the meeting to deteriorate. 
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grip. Coupled with that is a real 
hatred of government. (Another 
metro Atlanta African American 
congressman, David Scott, had a 
swastika painted on his local of¬ 
fice sign, and has received hostile 
letters using racial epithets.) 

Hank Johnson’s meeting 
started off with two testimonies 
of well-known health care horror 
stories, denials of coverage and 
impossible costs at the hands of 
the private insurance industry. No ex¬ 
planation was provided as to why those 
stories are not the exception but rather 
the rule. Panelists that were chosen, 
mostly ‘expert’ health professionals and 
hospital administrators, played to the 
most backward sentiments in the audi¬ 
ence. Lauding personal responsibility 
and emphasizing opposition to ‘govern¬ 
ment run health care,’ they had great 
difficulty explaining their stated support 
for Obama’s ‘public option.’ Even more 
tragic was the Democratic Congress¬ 
man’s efforts to explain the House Bill 
3200, especially in the face of his de¬ 
monstrable support for single payer bill 
676. Indeed, less than a month earlier, 
Johnson had hosted another ‘town hall’ 
style meeting in support of single payer! 
Yet, that night, not a word nor reference 


Healthcare Refo 

Single-Payer (HR 676 and 

S 703) 

Expanded Medicare for All 

rm Report Card 

Proposed Healthcare “Private 
insurance with Public Option” 
Reform Plans 

Subject 

Grade 

Subject 

Grade 

Universal Coverage 

Guaranteed 

comprehensive coverage 
for all residents, cradle to 
grave. 

A 

Universal Coverage 

Over 20 million 

Americans will remain 
uninsured. 

C 

Affordability 

95% of Americans will 
pay less for health care, 
with no co-pays, 
deductibles or premiums. 

A 

Affordability 

Expands Medicaid to 
133-150% of poverty 
level and caps some out- 
of-pocket expenses. 

Many will still face 
severe financial hardship. 


Choice 

Patients have their choice 
of physicians, providers, 

& hospitals. All decisions 
made only by patient with 
chosen healthcare 
professional. 

A 

Choice 

Doctors and medical 
facilities limited to those 
that are “in-network.” 
Insurance companies can 
still deny care. 


Cost 

Saves over $400 billion/ 
year primarily by reducing 
administrative waste, 
negotiating budgets for 
hospitals, and purchasing 
drugs in bulk. 

A 

Cost 

Increases annual health 
care expenditures by at 
least $600 billion over 
ten years. Does not slow 
medical inflation or 
control health care costs. 

F 

Overall Grade 

Simple, economical and 
humane. Creates a high 
quality, universal health 
system. 

A 

Overall Grade 

Does not solve our 
healthcare crisis. 


For more information, go to 
www.healthcare-now.org 

v J 


to national health insurance was coming 
from the podium. Single payer support¬ 
ers were denied an opportunity to speak 
during the question and answer period. 

The failure to identify the problem 
as the lack of universal access to qual¬ 
ity health care and the parasitic balloon¬ 
ing costs of health care - both caused by 
the insatiable sucking of profits by the 
private insurance industry, allowed the 
meeting to deteriorate into a confusing 
muddle of misinformation. A victory for 
no one, except perhaps the status quo. 

It is simple. Pandering to or tinker¬ 
ing with private insurance won’t solve 
the problem. They make their money by 
denying our access to health care. Public 
national health insurance, single payer, 
gives us a fighting chance to transform 
our health care system into one that 
serves us and not profits. 
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Ever Wonder Why You Have to Fight So Hard with 
Your insurance Company to Get the Care You Need? 


It’s Because YOU Are Paying for 

the Insurance Company Executive Salaries... 


Ronald A. Williams, Chair/ CEO Aetna Inc. 

H. Edward Hanway, Chair/ CEO Cigna Corp 
David B. Snow, Jr., Chair/ CEO Medco Health 
Michael B. McCallister, CEO Humana Inc. 
Stephen J. Hemsley, CEO UnitedHealth Group 
Dale B. Wolf, CEO Coventry Health Care 
Jay M. Gellert, President/ CEO Health Net 


$23.04 million (2007) 
$30.16 million 
$21.76 million 
$20.06 million 
$13.16 million (2007) 
$20.86 million 
$16.65 million 


.. .And for the Huge Profits of the Insurance Companies 


Health insurance is big business. The companies make huge profits and their CEOs 
make millions, while the rest of us, employers and workers alike, face skyrocketing 
healthcare costs, impossible bureaucracy, and life-threatening denials. Below are 
some samples of health insurer profits. 



Company 

Aetna Inc., Hartford, CT 
CIGNA Corp., Philadelphia, PA 
Health Net, Woodland Hills, CA 
Humana Inc., Louisville, KY 
UnitedHealth Group, Minnetonka, MN 
WellPoint, Indianapolis, IN 


2007 Profits 

$1,831 BILLION 
$1,115 BILLION 
$194 million 
$834 million 
$4,654 BILLION 
$3,345 BILLION 


The crowd waits to be let into the Remote Access Medical Clinic in Wise 
County, Virginia, in July. While thousands of uninsured workers are reduced 
to lining up at a free clinic for healthcare, insurance corporations reap mega¬ 
profits and obscene salaries that could have been used to fund a single payer 
healthcare system decades ago. Learn more about the fight for single payer 
at www.healthcare-now.org. 
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For more information, see: www.pnhp.org/ 

and www. insurancecompanyrules. org/learn_more/the_roster/ 

Local Unions to AFL-CIO: 

Endorse Singlepayer Healthcare-Now!!! 

By Claire McClinton 

The 26th Constitutional Convention of the AFL-CIO is being held in Pittsburgh, Penn¬ 
sylvania Septemberl3-17. Besides electing new leadership, this event has the potential to 
escalate the raging national debate surrounding Healthcare. Scores of local unions have 
submitted resolutions endorsing H.R. 676, the Singlepayer (Medicare for All) Healthcare 
Bill fighting for survival in Congress. To date, over 400 local unions, 39 State AFL-CIO af¬ 
filiates, and 100 Central Labor Councils have endorsed the measure. 

Current Secretary-Treasurer Richard Trumka has spoken favorably of the singlepayer 
approach as the best one for workers both insured and uninsured. But as the most likely 
nominee to replace John Sweeney as the new President, will a new resolve to fight for this 
emerge from the convention? 

Along these same lines, the Sheet Metal Workers International has “suspended campaign 
contributions to ALL Democratic candidates” until a bill addressing real Healthcare Reform 
(along with Employee Free Choice Act) is passed. Will the fight for Healthcare in this coun¬ 
try resuscitate the labor movement? Stay tuned... 



Retirees at Delphi Protest Loss of Pensions and Health Care. 
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Marilyn Clement, 

Fighter and Activist, Dies 


Marilyn Clement, 74, died 
Aug. 3 and the entire commu¬ 
nity of activists and fighters for 
peace and justice feel the loss. 
Marilyn Clement, perhaps best 
known over the past 10 years as 
a staunch fighter for health care 
reform, was the National Coor¬ 
dinator for Healthcare NOW! 
Marilyn dedicated herself to this 
fight and understood that engag¬ 
ing in this struggle would ulti¬ 
mately move this country along 
the path to a humane and pro¬ 
gressive society. 

Marilyn spent many years 
fighting in the civil rights strug¬ 
gles of the 1960s and fought 
alongside Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and so many other civil rights 
fighters. Marilyn not only under¬ 
stood the broader implications of 
the growing poverty in this coun¬ 
try but aligned herself with those 
at the forefront of those fights. 

There are simply not words 
sufficient enough to describe the 
loss of this fighter to the broader 
fight for human rights and dig¬ 
nity. We offer our condolences 
to her family and hope they are 
as embraced by the community 
of activists as Marilyn embraced 
and educated so many. In her 
spirit and memory, we will con¬ 
tinue the fight for health care jus- 



Marilyn Clement. 


PHOTO /HEALTHCARE-NOW.ORG 

tice, peace and equality for all. 
We will miss you Marilyn! 

Submitted by: Sheilah Gar- 
land-Olaniran, Ethel Long-Scott, 
Rita Valenti, Marion Kramer 
For more information on the 
life of Marilyn Clement and the 
fight for single payer healthcare 
for all in America , please visit 
the Healthcare-NOW website 
http: //www. healthcare-now. org/ 
index.php ?s =Marilyn + Clement. 
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HEALTHCARE FOR ALL 
(INCLUDING THE HOMELESS) 


By Eric Sheptock 

The nation is up in arms about the 
healthcare issue. Obama is being depict¬ 
ed as a Socialist, the Joker and Charlie 
Chaplin. He is bearing the brunt of frus¬ 
tration with the healthcare system that 
people have felt since before the Clin¬ 
tons. 

Barack Obama was elected as the 
head of a failed system which the best 
of us can never hope to heal. Regardless 
of anyone’s specific views, even a blind 
man can see that the healthcare issue is 
raising the consciousness level of the 
nation. Concern over this issue is conta¬ 
gious and spreading like cancer. 

Speaking of being contagious, I had 
a recent bout with conjunctivitis (pink 
eye) and went to the free clinic in the 
shelter basement. The doctor informed 
me that he was out of the usual eyedrops 
and asked if I could afford to pay $18 to 
fill my prescription at a drug store. I said 
I don’t make much money on my part- 
time job, but could afford it if necessary. 
Instead, he brought a tube of ointment. 
He explained that it was not as good as 
the eyedrops and would make the vision 
in my left eye blurry. I said,’’You must 
be getting a lot of patients who have 
pink eye.” He said the economy has re¬ 
sulted in his budget being tightened and 
his supplies being reduced. 

Though the economy has put the 



Eric Sheptock. 

squeeze on this doctor’s medical sup¬ 
plies, it has yet to reduce the number 
of sick people. This sets the stage for 
the spreading of easily cured ailments: 
something as simple as pink eye could 
run rampant throughout a homeless 
shelter that houses 1,500 people and 
then spread to the wider community. It 
pays to give free, single-payer health¬ 
care to all so people can get all of the 
healthcare they need and doctors don’t 
run out of needed supplies. (Of course, 
that’s only true if your interest is heal¬ 
ing people and saving lives, rather than 
making a buck.) 

I used to work at Shands Hospital 
in Gainesville, Florida. Shands used to 
share its beds and other medical equip¬ 
ment with local hospitals. They didn’t 
compete for people’s business, but rath¬ 


er, worked together to heal people. The 
large number of elderly people created 
such a large market for healthcare that 
the hospitals have more work than they 
can bear. This eliminates the need for 
competition. And healthcare shouldn’t 
be a competitive business. It should be 
about saving lives with little or no cost 
to the patient. That’s it. That’s all. 

Just this morning, a homeless man 
asked me how swine flu vaccinations 
would be administered to the home¬ 
less and where they would fall in terms 
of priority. He asked more as a matter 
of critiquing the government than as a 
matter of fear. Nonetheless, his question 
is an important one. Let’s bear in mind 
that epidemics spread indiscriminately 
— regardless of race, religion, creed or 
financial status. The homeless can infect 
the well-to-do just as easily as they in¬ 


fect each other. Healthcare should there¬ 
fore be administered in an egalitarian 
manner. 

Maybe when I need to see the doc¬ 
tor again (with me averaging 2 years be¬ 
tween visits) I’ll be able to waltz into his 
office and get what I need free of charge, 
knowing that I’m getting the best service 
possible, in spite of my economic status. 
Let’s hope that the fight over healthcare 
leads to complete systemic change. One 
can only hope. Obama ran on a cam¬ 
paign of hope and change; so, let’s hold 
his feet to the fire. 

To view a full version of this article 
go to www.ericsheptock.com/ 


Speakers for A New America 
Our speakers are in the forefront of the struggle. 

Call 800-691-6888 

Email info@speakersforanewamerica.com 
Visit www.speakersforanewamerica.com 


Health Care in the Rust Belt 


By RNStreets 

Detroit — These stories are NOT an¬ 
ecdotal. They are real life experiences 
from a Registered Nurse who works 
with the most poverty struck and sick 
people on this planet: Medicaid recipi¬ 
ents with an HMO. 

I received a referral to go to an Adult 
Foster Care facility to see a woman who 
had frost bite on her feet. She had schizo¬ 
phrenia and had wandered away in the 
dead of winter with no shoes on. Her toes 
were what we refer to as necrotic (they 
were black and attached). We would ex¬ 
pect what is known as spontaneous am¬ 
putation. The digits would fall off. We 
needed some 4x4 dressings, kerlix wrap 
and Vaseline to prevent the dressings 
from sticking. When I call my office to 
order the equipment, and schedule her a 
follow up appointment, we are informed 
that “she is not on the Medicaid Rolls, 
she has fallen off’. She does not exist on 
the payor roll. 


We provided the patient with all of 
the extra supplies I had in the car, a pair 
of shoes from home and a coat. All of 
her belongings were stolen in the AFC 
home. I informed the AFC provider that 
she would need to go back to the ER for 
ongoing care, as we could not provide 
service, as she had no primary physician 
for us to be in collaboration with. 

This woman called me back about a 
month ago to inform me she ended up 
with gangrene in her lower extremities 
and had both of her feet amputated. 

This is a criminal act of assault and 
neglect. 

No on will do a second in the slam¬ 
mer. 

The present health delivery system is 
broken from the inside out. A significant 
portion of the care provided is driven to 
“run the bill up”. This is known as fee 
for service. 

True reform of health delivery in our 
country will require a virtual moral and 
political revolution. 

More next time from the streets. 



Southfield, Michigan — People hold signs along a busy highway supporting 
national health care reform. 
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BRING YOM A GAMF TOM 


Bring Your A Game Tour is an Inde¬ 
pendent Hip Hop Tour founded by Quan- 
star of FirstTeamMusic. The tour has hit 
the majority of the 50 states and features 
Akil from Jurassic5, Quanstar, DLab- 
rie, DJMetrognome, Eva’ReadyR.A.W, 
GhaniGautama and has also ft. legends 
like Black Sheep. BYAGT is for & by 
The People, so far spawning a Docu¬ 
mentary (Do It), Clothing, and count¬ 
less supporters. Coming to East Coast 
Oct 21-28, 2009. 

People’s Tribune: When did the 
tour start? How has it grown? 

QS: September, 2005. This is the 
seventh installment. We’ve been grow¬ 
ing at an annual rate of 30%. Expect to 
be at 1500/show by 2014. 

DL: I joined in 2006. I wanted to 
bring HHC in to partner with the tour. 
We’ve done 4-5 tours since. 

DJM: Every time we hit the road the 
crowds grow exponentially. The hard 
work is paying off. 

PT: How did the artists come togeth¬ 
er & what’s the chemistry like? 

QS: I’ve played shows with most of 
the artists. I’m big on knowing an artist 
before we tour together. I also look at 
what someone brings to the table other 
than rap skill. Contacts? Expertise? 
Sponsors? Press? 

DL: I met Quan through his brother. 
We talked for a year then I went to ATL 
to meet him. He said he wanted me to 
get down. I met Akil in Berkeley,CA. 


When the tour came around I linked his 
manager with Quan who already had 
tours going. Metrognome was already 
tour DJ. 

DJM: Quanstar continues to be the 
driving force on the business end. We 
met in 2003, while both of us were in¬ 
volved in different groups. In 2005 he 
asked me if I’d be interested in touring. 
I’ve been involved ever since. 


“I appreciate tours like 
this for the get up and get 
something attitude. We’re 
not waiting for some one 
to put us on: if you build it 
they will come.” 

— Akil from JurassicS 


PT: How are people responding? 

QS: Last tour, we had 650 people 
in Burlington,VT, with Immortal Tech¬ 
nique. Responses have been off the 
chain! We step into cities none of us 
have been in, smash it, sell merchan¬ 
dise, and get invited back. 

DL: They love it. I was shocked 
to see packed houses in the cuts like 
Jacksonhole, WY, Flagstaff, AZ, or 
Roanoke, VA. They love Hip Hop and 
appreciate us. Everywhere we go it’s 
crackin. 


GG: Love we get from the crowds is 
truly humbling. 

PT: What are the benefits/challenges 
of touring independent? 

QS: Money is the main challenge; 
otherwise, I love it. Don’t have to clear 
anything, no label drama, no bullshit en¬ 
tourages, no complicated contracts. 

DL: Freedom and the feeling of 
building something from nothing. Chal¬ 
lenges are Quanstar’s feet, dangerous 
weather. 

DJM: More input into the planning 
process, challenge is budgeting money 
and time. 

PT: How can the Tour help Indie 
Artists and Communities? 

QS:The goal is to be the outlet for In¬ 
die Hip Hop. To give unknowns, up and 
comers, and established acts one unified 
stage. In 2010, the tour will sponsor a 
series of panel discussions on the busi¬ 
ness of being an independent artist. 

DL: We want to hit schools, commu¬ 
nity centers, and organizations along the 
way. Give back, donate some of the tour 
funds to an important cause. 

DJM: The Tour has paved the way 
for artists by letting them know that if 
you put in the legwork YOU CAN do it 
yourself. We can offer knowledge, ex¬ 
perience. 

PT: What is the Vision for the Tour? 

QS: The goal is that we’re bigger 
than anything. Every date will be a 



festival. BBoys/BGirls, graffiti-comer, 
something for the top 40 cats. All as¬ 
pects of Hip Hop. Everyone’s getting 
along. Playing all over the world to 
10,000 plus people for free. I don’t want 
fans to ever have to pay for anything. 

DL: We want the tour active all year, 
to take it overseas, and be as big as 
RocktheBells 

DJM: To see the tour become a 
yearly event like Lollapalooza, Warped, 
Smokein Grooves, Coachella. 

You can read the full interview at 
www.peoplestribune. org 



Artists in 
Boston, MA 
at underground- 
hiphop.com. 
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DLabrie (Oakland, California) came up during the gold¬ 
en age of Hip Hop, witnessing the historical West Coast 
rap dominance of the 90’s up close and personal. Pick¬ 
ing up on the Independent Ways of his hometown, he 
began distributing his music in 2001, going on to push 
over 50,000 units, being featured on MTV, CNN, NBC and 
various tours. As a community lead¬ 
er with Hip Hop Congress, he has 
traveled all over the world using Hip 
Hop as a vehicle to organize artists, 
activists, educators, and youth. His 
mixtape Operation Upgrade is avail¬ 
able now, and his debut album MR 
NETW3RK ft. Ml of dead prez, Mis- 
tah F.A.B, The Jacka, Zion-I & More 
debuts in 2009. www.DLabrie.com; 
www.myspace.com/dlabriemusic\ 


Hip Hop Congress (HHC) has partnered with the 
People’s Tribune to connect Hip Hop and other 
cultural movements to the practical struggles en¬ 
gaged all over the U.S. For 
more information on how you 
can get involved, please visit 
www.hiphopcongress.com. 

The mission of HHC is to pro¬ 
vide the tools, resources and 
opportunities for the Hip Hop 
generation to make an impact 
in their local, regional, national 
or online community. 

— Shamako Noble, Page Editor 
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Take the Corporations Head 



San Francisco Budget Cut Protest. 
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By Steven Miller 

Editors Note: This article is pub¬ 
lished as the first of two installments. 
See the October issue of the Peoples 
Tribune for the second part of this ar¬ 
ticle. 

The most important lesson of Califor¬ 
nia’s Budget Crisis is that class warfare 
is now driving the politics of America. 

This was clearly expressed by Re¬ 
publican State Assembly member Chuck 
DeVore (R-Irvine): 

“When you have an unemployment 
rate as high as it is in this state, it should 
be a signal to people to look for jobs in 
other states with more jobs and a lower 
cost of living. We have had policies sub¬ 
sidizing poverty in this state for years, 
and we can’t keep doing that.” 

Who is actually subsidizing whom? 
The Budget Crisis is a phony, manufac¬ 
tured crisis due to the fact that corpora¬ 
tions in the state pay so little taxes while 
receiving vast subsidies from the public. 
Consider: 

• In 2001, over half of the state’s 
profitable corporations paid only an 
$800 fee to register their corporations’ 
to operate in the state. They paid no oth¬ 
er taxes on income or profits. 

• For most corporations, property tax 
has been frozen at 1978 levels for 31 
years since 

Prop 13 passed. Homeowners pay 
increased taxes every time the property 
is sold. 

• In California, insurance companies 
control the delivery of health care for a 


profit, but pay no income taxes. 

• California is the only energy pro¬ 
ducing state that has no excise tax for 
corporations that extract petroleum and 
natural gas. 

• The state’s water is provided to 
agribusiness corporations at something 
like 1/400 the cost that consumers pay. 

• The state’s constantly growing sys¬ 
tem of jails, which subsidizes all sorts of 
business also gives the state the highest 
per capita percentage rate of incarcera¬ 


tion in the world. 

Obviously, even doubling the water 
charges to agribusiness to make their 
costs only 1/200 the consumer cost 
would raise vast sums of money. Simply 
a “fair and balanced” approach to taxes 
would produce enough revenue to put 
the state in the black. 

But that’s not the approach both 
Democrats and Republicans took to 
solve the supposed $26 billion dollar 
gap in the budget. They cut $15 bil- 


On! 

lion from K-12, college and university 
education and from social welfare and 
health services programs. These cuts are 
on the backs of the growing ranks of the 
poor. Eight billion dollars more in ac¬ 
counting tricks mean that the crisis will 
reappear next year, so they can cut some 
more. 

Secret negotiations in February now 
permit more juicy corporate tax breaks 
as part of the budget. Corporations can 
choose to be taxed on ANY ONE of 
these categories: property, sales or pay¬ 
roll. Not all three — they get to pick 
one. Wouldn’t you like to pick what part 
of your income you would be taxed on? 

Then corporations that have maxed 
out their tax credits can share them with 
a family of corporations. This means 
you set up a phony corporation to fail 
and give them some of your tax credits, 
so you can get some more. The budget 
deal is full of scams like this to benefit 
corporations, while increasing regres¬ 
sive taxes on working people. 

Some analysts hold that the crisis is 
a result of the rule that requires a budget 
to be passed by a 2/3 vote. Supposedly 
the small minority of Republican poli¬ 
ticians refuse to vote for taxincreases, 
hence the stalemate. This is whack. 

Why then aren’t the Democrats de¬ 
manding that corporations pay “their 
fair share?” They just keep their mouths 
shut on this, rub their hands and say 
that they just “don’t want to make as 
many cuts to social programs”. Then 
they make them anyway, claiming “our 
hands are tied”. 


Class War and Ethnic Cleansing in Detroit 


By Ron Seigel 


In white ruled South Africa, govern¬ 
ment officials used to have a policy of 
forcing Black people out of their homes 
and pushing them into separate areas 
they called “homelands.” 

In much the same way, officials in 
large American cities, particularly in 
Detroit, Michigan, have been forcibly 
expelling people out of their homes, 
their neighborhoods and communities. 
Government takes their land and sells 
it to companies, who build homes on it 
that they cannot afford. Ironically, this is 
called “urban renewal.” 

In some cases urban renewal repre¬ 
sented government creation of home¬ 
lessness. 

Jackie Green said, “We become 
homeless for a long time. You had to 
sleep here and there in empty houses.” 

Those in power readily admit that 
people are forced out on the basis of 
class. Academics actually have a term 
for it — “Gentrification” — moving out 
people with less money in order to bring 


in those with more money. This is jus¬ 
tified on the basis that the presence of 
more affluent people will provide more 
taxes and will enable hard hit cities to 
provide basic services. 

In this current political climate, it 
is considered outrageous for the fed¬ 
eral government to directly tax the rich 
enough to give adequate aid to poorer 
cities. However, it is considered com¬ 
pletely respectable to use federal funds 
to violate the property rights of low and 
middle income people in order to ben¬ 
efit the rich. 

Many seem to have been removed 
on the basis of race. Attorney Cynthia 
Gaither produced in court city docu¬ 
ments revealing that Black people in 
Detroit’s Brush Park area were slated to 
leave while all white residents were al¬ 
lowed to stay. 

Detroit City Councilwoman Barba- 
rah Rose Collins, who heads the Detroit 
City Council’s Planning and Develop¬ 
ment Committee, has publicly com¬ 
plained that “Urban renewal is Black 
removal.” Sadly, though, neither she nor 


anyone else in the City Council has gone 
to any state or federal civil rights agen¬ 
cy, even though such a policy would be 
breaking every antidiscrimination law 
on the books. 

Many contend that those fighting for 
the rights of urban renewal residents are 
facing dangers to their lives, all too sim¬ 
ilar to those civil rights workers faced 
in apartheid South Africa. Gwendoline 
Mingo, for instance, chairs the Coor¬ 
dinating Council established by law to 
represent those facing urban renewal. 
Last year some doubted it was a com¬ 
plete coincidence that a week after she 
filed suit against city policies a hit and 
run driver just happened to ram her car 
into a lamp post. In 2005 some doubted 
that city funded contracting companies 
were simply accident prone when they 
kept tearing the gas main in front of her 
house, creating a hazard for herself and 
her family. Grassroots community lead¬ 
ers throughout the city held “vigils” in 
front of her house to prevent anything 
else from happening. 

In 2000 the late City Councilman 


Clyde Cleveland stated he believed fires 
in vacant houses in the urban renewal 
area of Brush Park were deliberately set 
and equated it to terrorism. In 2003 a 
fire official stated he and his colleagues 
refused to investigate fires which his de¬ 
partment itself had officially classified 
as suspected arson, Officials have put 
dangerous pollutants in the area. 

Residents have complained for years 
to state and federal officials, but got 
no reaction. Today they are calling on 
President Obama to conduct an investi¬ 
gation. Those who want to support them 
can email the President at his website 
at www.whitehouse.com and put on 
the top comer “Contact us” for sending 
messages. They can also call the White 
House Comment Line at 202-456-1111 
or write The White House, Washington, 
20500. 

As one New Jersey activist stated, “It 
is not progress when families are tossed 
aside like [sic] they were unwanted 
pets.” 
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Youth and Supporters Organize Against 
Military Recruitment in High Schools 


By Arlene Inouye 

Nearly 300 people from across the 
nation poured into the Friends Center in 
Chicago and Roosevelt University the 
weekend of July 17-19, 2009 for the Na¬ 
tional Network Opposing the Miltarism 
of Youth (NNOMY) Counter-Recruit¬ 
ment and Demilitarization Conference. 
The faces represented what the counter 
recruitment movement is all about and 
how it has grown over the past years 
from a handful of established organi¬ 
zations to a vibrant grassroots move¬ 
ment with the intermixing of youth and 
adults. Representing organizations from 
approximately 35 states they included 


the very young (from 12 years of age) 
to the seasoned activists. The people 
themselves, including veterans, youth, 
educators, parents and community ac¬ 
tivists manifested the growing diversity 
that this movement has embraced. 

The Coalition Against Militarism 
in Our Schools (CAMS) from South¬ 
ern California was one of the organiza¬ 
tions heavily involved in the planning of 
the NNOMY conference. We invested 
hours of planning, fundraising and or¬ 
ganizing for the conference and also 
brought along a team of 8 youth and 4 
adults from the Los Angeles area. Stu¬ 
dents shared about the activism they 
have initiated in their schools and the 


importance of adult mentors and teach¬ 
ers. 

On Sunday we viewed the synthesis 
of issues, actions and resources needed 
as identified in the 33 workshops held 
on Saturday. Break out groups and a 
general session was set up to focus our 
work on specific goals and strategies to 
collaborate on in the coming year. This 
included the following: developing re¬ 
sources for youth by youth including a 
list of music and videos with youth ap¬ 
peal, organizing a national campaign 
and research around JROTC, under¬ 
standing and using new data and tech¬ 
nology to track the enlistment, military 
programs and the military van sched¬ 


ule. We discussed various literature and 
training needs and encouraged everyone 
to send materials to the www.nnomy.org 
web site. 

NNOMY is just a network of 188 or¬ 
ganizations around the country organiz¬ 
ing around demilitarizing our schools 
and presenting alternatives. Yet it is a 
significant resource that empowers and 
enhances bottom up grassroots organiz¬ 
ing. It shows us how effective we can 
be when we unite and share strategies, 
tactics and approaches from around the 
nation. 


My Trip to the Counter Recruitment Conference 


By Angela 

On July 17-191 and two other activ¬ 
ist from the south bay area of Los An¬ 
geles were invited to attend the national 
counter recruitment and demilitariza¬ 
tion conference held in Chicago. I and 
the two activists were also going to hold 
a workshop on the second day of the 
confererence on creating and maintain¬ 
ing peace clubs on campus. 

On the first day I was introduced to 
many youth organizations and fellow ac¬ 
tivists from over 40 states. I met people 
from New York, Hawaii and Washing¬ 
ton, just to name a few, who had trav¬ 


eled to Chicago for the conference. 

The second day three workshops 
were held every hour, varying from 
women in the military to culture in 
counter recruitment. I attended 5 work¬ 
shops that day, immigration:the dream 
act, militarization on high school cam¬ 
puses and an open discussion workshop, 
just to name a few. 

Our Los Angeles group also held a 
workshop the second day on creating 
and maintaining peace clubs on campus. 
I spoke about my experience on how I 
maintained a peace club on my campus 
for three years and the problems I face 
while other activists on the panel gave 


useful tips and advice on creating and 
maintaining clubs. We all contributed 
our own experiences on the subject. 
The workshop was a success and helped 
students get an idea on how to create a 
peace club on campus. 

The last day workshops were held on 
action and resources needed. I learned a 
great deal in Chicago that I will use at 
local high schools to build a movement 
against military recruitment on high 
school campuses. 



Angela, right top. 
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Hundreds Gather To Protest Public Education Cutbacks 


By William Watkins Ph.D. 

The Free Minds, Free People confer¬ 
ence met in Houston, Texas, June 25-28. 
An annual meeting, it was convened and 
sponsored by the Education for Libera¬ 
tion Network, The Brotherhood/Sister 
Sol, the Chicago Freedom School, and 
the University of Chicago’s Center for 
Urban School Improvement. The stated 
purpose of the conference was: 

Free Minds, Free People is a national 
conference that brings together teach¬ 
ers, high school and college students, 
researchers, parents and community- 
based activists/educators from across the 
country to build a movement to develop 
and promote Education for Liberation. 
The goal of the conference is to provide 
a forum for sharing knowledge, expe¬ 
riences and strategies to help students 
understand and challenge the injustices 
their communities face. 

Delegates came from the: Mestizo 
Arts and Activism, Algebra Project, 
Philadelphia Students Union, Health 
Education, Advocacy and Literacy 
(HEAL),Global Action Project, New 


York Coalition of Radical School Edu¬ 
cators, The Brotherhood/Sister Sol, 
Chicago Freedom School, The Chil¬ 
dren’s Defense Fund, Durham Freedom 
School at North Carolina Central Uni¬ 
versity, Children’s Theatre Company, 
Community Law in Action, Inc., Sim¬ 
mons College, Adult Popular Education 
High School, University of Massachu¬ 
setts, PODER, Indy Kids, Sticky Rice 
Project, Youth Power Project, Amherst; 
Northeastern Illinois University, Each 
One-Teach One, Educational Activ¬ 
ism, Gay, Lesbian and Straight Educa¬ 
tion Network (GLSEN), Harris Fellows 
Student Leadership Initiative, Ifetayo 
Cultural Arts, Inc., The Legacy Circle, 
Little Village/Greater Lawndale School 
for Social Justice, Logan Square Neigh¬ 
borhood Association, Loyola College, 
Maryland, Make the Road by Walking, 
Mikva Challenge, Neighborhood Story 
Project, Neighborhood Writing Alli¬ 
ance, New York Collective of Radical 
Educators (NYCORE), New York Writ¬ 
ers Coalition, Orange High School Re¬ 
search Collective, Prison Creative Arts 
Project (PCAP), Rock Creek Academy, 


George State University, Sadie Nash 
Leadership Project, View Park Prepara¬ 
tory Accelerated Charter School, Betty 
Shabazz International Charter School, 
San Francisco Freedom School, School 
for Democracy and Leadership, Sistas 
and Brothas United, Sister Outsider En¬ 
tertainment, Social Justice Academy at 
Kelvyn Park, T.R.U.E. Skool, Inc., Tak¬ 
ing Back Our Lives, DePaul University, 
Teachers for Social Justice, Umoja Stu¬ 
dent Development Corporation, Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois at Chicago, University of 
Maryland, College Park, University of 
Utah, Young Women’s Empowerment 
Project, Youth Ministries for Peace and 
Justice, and many more. 

Four days of workshops, discus¬ 
sions, caucuses, theatre, art, music and 
fellowshipping denounced privatiza¬ 
tion, “corporate” schools, unequal fund¬ 
ing policies, school closings, excessive 
testing, militarization of the schools, the 
“standards” movement, racist practices, 
increasing dropout and pushout rates, 
oppression of gay youth, irrelevant cur¬ 
ricula, attacks on teacher unions, school 
surveillance and punishment, the poli¬ 


tics of neoliberalism, youth incarcera¬ 
tion, No Child Left Behind, and new 
Secretary of Education Arne Duncan. 

Keynote speakers Charles Cobb, a 
legend of the Civil Rights Movement 
and Rosa Clemente, 2008 Green Party 
Vice-Presidential Candidate, excited 
the audience proclaiming that quality 
education for all people is a right worth 
fighting for. Other speakers linked the 
political economy of capitalism and the 
labor market to the politics of injustice 
and educational inequality. It was noted 
that huge corporations have now taken 
over education planning. 

The message of the gathering was 
clear. Knowledge is power. This na¬ 
tion has the resources to deliver quality 
education to everyone. We the people 
DEMAND that ALL children, not just 
a few, participate. We all will fight for 
our children. 

The movement for universal and 
quality education cannot be stopped. 
Everyone left the conference vowing to 
return to their communities and contin¬ 
ue the difficult fight for justice, libera¬ 
tion and education. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 

What the Pinkney Free Speech Victory Means for the Movement 


Dear Readers, 

In this issue, the People’s Tribune interviewed 
some of the thousands of people who were part of 
the struggle to win the free speech victory for Rev. 
Edward Pinkney who received 3-10 years for quot¬ 
ing the Bible. We asked them to speak about what the 
Pinkney victory means for the movement for civil 
and economic rights. 

Before turning to these interviews, we would like 
to also comment on the victory. 

The attack on democracy in Benton Harbor shows 
that the corporate power structure is determined to 
crush anyone who stands in their way. It symbolizes 
an entire process under way in America. The once 
stable working class community of Benton Harbor 
has been devastated by automation and globalization. 
The open rule of corporate power arose to oppose 
Benton Harbor’s struggle. 

This case is a harbinger of the future of America 
if people do not move to take over the corporations 
before they take over society. 

In this light, the winning of this battle holds 
important lessons for us all. The first is that we were 
successful because a broad, non-sectarian movement 
came together to fight for the basic rights that are 
increasingly being taken away in America. Had this 
struggle been lost, it would have set an ominous foun¬ 
dation, not by law, but by practice, that anyone could 
be convicted for speaking their beliefs. This particu¬ 
lar battle, which is one of many going on across the 
country, shows that when people stand up, keep the 
movement rallying around its basic demands, and 
fight such atrocities, they can win! 

We at the People’s Tribune are proud to be part of 
this effort. — People s Tribune Editorial Board 

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY: 

“Of course the religious community can be relieved 
that quoting scripture, even against The powers 
and authorities,’ may still be considered protected 
speech. When Mary, the peasant mother of Jesus, 
proclaims that God has done great things.scattering 
the proud in their conceit, casting down the mighty 
from their thrones and lifting up the lowly, filling the 
hungry with good things and sending the rich away 
empty, she is virtually quoting Hebrew scripture. 

We can rejoice, but we must continue to resist any 
silencing of the prophetic voices among us. Many of 
us remain shocked at the outrageous arrogance of the 


Berrien County courts. With their rulings exposed 
and overturned, they continue to hold Rev. Pinkney 
tethered and on house arrest. He must be freed and 
his voice heard.” 

— Bill Wylie-Kellermann, Pastor, St. Peter s 
Episcopal Church, Detroit 

LEGAL COMMUNITY: 

“I think this is a tremendous victory, not only for free 
speech, but for freedom of the press and freedom of 
religious expression. Rev Pinkney felt that he and 
his community had been wronged and he had the 
courage of his convictions to express those in print 
format and the Michigan Court of Appeals affirmed 
the important constitutional principles that such 
expression is protected. Most of our government is 
done not necessarily at the federal level but at the 
local level, It’s real important for people to not only 
be able to speak out against the president, but also, 
the city council, the mayor or whoever they feel is 
part of the power structure that they are opposed to. 
This means you have a fundamental right to go to 
City Council meetings and during public comments, 
express your opinion of City Council. In the Pinkney 
case, you should be able to express your opinions at 
local criminal justice even though there is a judge 
who may read the editorial and get upset. So every¬ 
one has a right to say things that might upset the lo¬ 
cal power structure. That’s what democracy is about; 
riling things up a little bit. This case shows that in 
the end free speech prevails.” 

— Dan Korobkin, staff attorney ACLU of Michigan 

ANTI-POVERTY MOVEMENT: 

“More than a movement was in trouble because of 
the Benton Harbor Court’s decision to sanction a 
Baptist preacher for quoting the Bible! The Ameri¬ 
can dream was slapped. Under NO circumstances 
can decent people accept silencing preachers who 
suggest that the Great Spirit is angry by what they 
see as oppressive treatment of poor and minority 
people. What the ACLU, local and national orga¬ 
nizations, and other progressive attorneys exposed 
is what we are seeing in town hall meetings across 
the country. Free-speech is being shouted down 
through suspiciously organized efforts by those who 
want things done their way. We are entering into a 
dangerous period in history marked by an economy 

on fire as it bums 
through the dreams 
of ordinary working 
people. Each of us will 
arrive at this juncture in 
time holding something 
in our hands...a cup 
of water, a gallon of 
gasoline, or a torch. We 
can throw water on it to 
no avail, or we can add 
gasoline to the flames, 
to no avail, or we can 
analyze what is hap¬ 
pening and help lead 
the way out with the 
torch of tmth! I chose 
to take up the torch.” 

— Maureen D. Taylor, 
State Chairperson/MI 
Welfare Rights Org. 



Supporters outside the court after Pinkney’s appeal. 


VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR: 

“Revolution is a one time event and those who 
make peaceful revolution impossible will make 
violent revolution inevitable. That is why the peo¬ 
ple of Benton Harbor must stand together against 
Whirlpool,Harbor Shores, Cornerstone Alliance and 
Berrien County court system.We the people must 
take a stand.” — Rev. D. Smith 

“We hold in our hands the most precious gift of all 
freedom.The freedom to express our art, our freedom 
to express our love.The freedom to be who we want 
to be.We are not going to give that freedom away 
and no one shall take it away from me, without a 
fight to the finish. U.S Rep Fred Upton stop it!” 

— Joyce Parker 

“Now if you want to know what Rev. Edward 
Pinkney of Benton Harbor Michigan has in com¬ 
mon with imprisoned Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma, 
Nelson Mandela of South Africa, Mohandas Gandhi, 
India, Esmeralda in the 1939 movie Hunch Back of 
Notre Dame, Joan of Arc, Ceaser Chavez, Martin 
Luther King, Eleanor Roosevelt, or the people of 
Honduras now fighting an evil Terrorist Coup d’ 

‘etat, well, they were all persecuted for standing up 
for justice and speaking tmth to power!” 

— Dorothy Pinkney 


YOU NEED TO SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE! 

This is the newspaper that every¬ 
one is talking about. . . it’s the 
paper that consistently brought this 
case forward. If you are about truth 
and justice, then this is the paper 
you need to read. The People’s 
Tribune is the voice of the people. 
It’s pages are open to the fighters 
for a just America. As the economy 
worsens, we need this paper more 
than ever. It is a beacon of light, 
pointing the way forward. Send a 
$20 donation today for 12 issues. 
Pay via paypal at peoplestribune. 
org or send a donation to PT, PO 
Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 
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